
COMMUNITY UPDATE

With the announcement of Suffolk moving into Tier 4 from Boxing Day, we are all 
now facing another period of restrictions on who we can visit and where we can go.
Having already come through a difficult year, it is understandable that many people 
will be disappointed with how the Christmas festivities are having to be curtailed. For 
some this may even mean it will no longer be possible to be with relatives.

We are all naturally weary of the impact the virus has had on our daily lives, even 
more so for those individuals or families who have struggled financially or who have 
seen loved ones fall ill or worse.

However, it is now more important than ever that Suffolk as a community remains 
resilient in the face of this increased threat from the virus. The Tier 4 restrictions 
reflect the need for all of us to limit our festive celebrations to help protect the people 
we care about.

From midnight on Boxing Day, we can’t leave our homes without a reasonable 
excuse, we can’t mix with people indoors unless we live with them or they’re part of 
a support bubble. There are changes to the outside rules too, with only two people 
from different household who can meet in public outdoor spaces. Non-essential 
shops, pubs and restaurants are also required to close, although takeaway services 
and click and collect can still operate. Tier 4 rules also see travel out of the area 
banned, along with overnight stays.

You can only leave home for work purposes where you cannot work from home, and 
for essential activities including buying food and medicine, fulfilling legal obligations, 
education, childcare, and exercise and recreation. Where you do leave home for any 
of these reasons, you should stay local. 

During the pandemic the police service has looked to support our communities by 
encouraging compliance with the regulations. We urge everyone to put the safety 
of others first over Christmas and New Year by adhering to the new tier restrictions. 

On a positive note. I want to thank you for your amazing efforts at sticking to the rules 
throughout one of the most challenging years in living memory. We are all keen to 
see the back of Covid-19, and with the vaccine now being administered across the 
country, this is a really positive step towards a normality which we all crave. I am sure 
with the vaccine, continued focus on “hands, face, space”, and being considerate to 
one another, 2021 will be a far more positive year than 2020.

I wish you, your families and your friends a wonderful Christmas and New Year.

Keep safe.   
T Ch/Supt Kim Warner
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