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This booklet is intended to be used by an adult preparing a child
to give evidence. The adult may wish to read the CPS document
“Children and Young People”, which includes an explanation of
the terms used.

The adult may consider it to be useful to explain the role of
people such as the police officer, the CPS prosecutor, the witness
care officer, and the witness supporter when preparing the child
to give evidence. They may also wish to explain what “Special
Measures” are.
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Introduction

The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) works with the police,
the courts, Victim Support, the Witness Service, the Witness
Care Units and specialist witness schemes.  It is their job to
decide which cases have enough evidence to be able to go
to court and whether they should go to court.  Evidence is
proof of what happened if there has been a crime.

The CPS is committed to supporting young witnesses.
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Millie saw someone doing something wrong.
Further copies of this leaflet may be obtained from:
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Millie told her mum, who telephoned 
the police.Further copies of this leaflet may be obtained
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A police officer came and Millie told her what
she had seen.

The police officer asked mum if Millie needed
extra help when telling the court what she
saw.  

Sometimes the court can give extra help on
the day you go to court. You might be able to
talk to the court from another room.
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Soon after that, Millie went to the police
station with her mum to make a video/DVD
telling them what she saw.

Millie’s mum was in the room next door when
Millie made her video/DVD.



The police caught the person Millie saw.

The CPS prosecutor looked at Millie’s
video/DVD and decided Millie should tell
people in court what she saw.
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Millie now has to go to court to say what she
saw.

Before that, the witness care officer arranged
for Millie to look around the court.

There were some friendly people at court who
showed Millie where she would sit and told
her what would happen.
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Before she goes to court, Millie watches the
video/DVD that she has made with the police
officer so she can remember what she said.
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This is where Millie will wait.
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This is where Millie will talk to people in court.
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The prosecutor is the person who tells the
court what has happened.  The prosecutor will
say ‘hello’ to Millie and her mum before the
court starts.

Millie’s video/DVD will be shown to the people
in court.  She will then be asked questions
about it.



The Crown Court

The Magistrates’ Court
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The live-link room

Millie’s video/DVD tells the people in court
what happened.

Millie knows that some people will ask her
questions about what happened.

The court makes sure that Millie understands
the questions.
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Everyone said “thank you” to Millie. 

Mum was very proud of Millie.
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As promised, the witness care officer told 
mum what had happened to the man Millie
saw.



You can colour in this picture of Millie
the Witness and her mum


