
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT US 

If you have a question for us or you would 

like advice on anything rural, wildlife or 

heritage related, the best way would be to 

drop us an email on rwp@suffolk.police.uk 

Alternatively, telephone 101 and ask to 

speak to a Rural & Wildlife Policing Team 

officer. 

PS 233 Brian Calver 

PC 1238 Colin Taylor 

PC 1577 Kevin Stollery 

Please do not report crime directly to our 

team, this will need to be done via the 

Suffolk Constabulary main website or by 

telephoning 101 

In the case of emergency, always call 999 

Issue 1 November 2022 

Welcome to the first edition of our new 
newsletter for Rural and Wildlife Policing 
matters in Suffolk, which will be released 
every quarter. The aim of the newsletter is to 
keep you updated with some of our current 
work, to inform you of crime trends, to offer 
crime prevention advice, to provide you with 
the best means of contact to our team and 
anything else we deem relevant and 
interesting.  
 
We hope you enjoy this new publication. If 
there is anything you would like us to cover 
or add in as a regular feature, please send us 
an email – rwp@suffolk.police.uk.  
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We were set up in 2017 and currently consist of three police constables and a 

sergeant, pictured above. We are full time officers, purely dedicated to rural, wildlife 

and heritage policing. We cover the whole county and work a mixture of shifts, often 

changing our duties to target specific problems. 

 

PC Andre DeJongh 

Andre has been an extremely 

valued member of the team but has 

decided to move on. Many of you 

will have known Andre for his 

enthusiasm, passion and drive to 

provide the best service he could to 

victims of crime and the wider 

public. We would like to thank him 

for his hard work and dedication to 

the team. He will be a huge loss 

and we wish him all the best with 

whatever he decides to do next. 

 

“Being a rural county, we all have a responsibility for rural 

policing. Rural communities have their own vulnerabilities and I 

strongly feel that they deserve a decent level of policing,” 

Sgt Brian Calver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Current crime trends 

 

Fuel theft 

With the cost of fuel as high as it has ever been, it is hardly surprising that thieves 

are targeting this valuable commodity. Numerous agricultural fuel bowsers have 

been targeted. It is not only agricultural fuel that is being stolen though, heating oil 

and domestic vehicles are also being targeted. With fuel prices looking as though 

they are not going to decrease for a while, we envisage this type of crime to increase 

even further. 

 

 

Rural mental health support  

Helpline: 0300 323 0400 

https://www.yanahelp.org/  

 

 

Theft of lead and other items from churches 

Thieves are targeting church rooves in order to steal the lead. Lead prices fluctuate 

like any other commodity and as a general rule, as prices increase, so does the 

criminality. Churches are often in isolated positions, giving offenders plenty of time to 

scout out the location and commit the crime. Sometimes the theft is not noticed until 

rain starts coming in through the roof, causing further damage, this could be weeks 

later and then very difficult to obtain any forensic evidence. Other items could be 

damaged whilst the offenders are removing the lead, for example headstones 

damaged as the lead is thrown from the roof, the church itself could  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.mailshot.norfolk.police.uk%2F3FED0ABB26B8C855B111A419FCE2E7363F4F2C62BA695EB9EE3DD7B1F11158FF%2F15898B60FF99C077261B8EB397F6694D%2FLE35&data=05%7C01%7CKevin.Stollery%40suffolk.police.uk%7C5a198bd45c2b4f5179ab08da8feb5b84%7C63c6bc72b09342dbbf8a14e2a998e211%7C0%7C0%7C637980539158585137%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D1GqmnvDZf9%2BmN2WykduqNGd4iSFTb%2Bk0t29UHPVJGw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yanahelp.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ckevin.stollery%40suffolk.police.uk%7Ca0e66b8c133a4122d9ef08dacd3a5748%7C63c6bc72b09342dbbf8a14e2a998e211%7C0%7C0%7C638047947696598352%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fvjl%2FlqsnL1lPb6Vme27ub8gV7ICyb5rFS%2BtUlV95tU%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

be damaged as the offenders scale the side of the 

church to get to the roof. This has huge knock-on 

effects not only in monetary terms but also it is our 

heritage, which is irreplaceable. If you see 

suspicious activity please report it, no matter how 

insignificant it might seem. It is worth bearing in 

mind that it is not always vans and larger vehicles 

that are used to steal lead, we have had offenders 

using family sized cars. A lot of churches are now 

fitted with roof alarms, some of which are 

extremely loud with strobe lights that really do have 

an impact. An activation of these alarms are rarely false so if you hear one, 

especially overnight, please call police immediately on 999. The pictures above and 

to the left are the scene of a recent attempt theft of lead in Suffolk. As you can see, 

the tools needed for this type of crime are very primitive and can be relatively easily 

concealed.  

We have also seen churches targeted for donation box money, structural damage to 

fonts and silverware stolen. Not only is this illegal and an inconvenience for the 

church but in some cases it is part of our heritage that we will never get back and 

affects all of us. Some churches are locking their doors to prevent theft and 

vandalism, which is completely understandable but a great shame for those that 

want to visit. Please be vigilant and report anything suspicious to police, we would 

rather attend and find things in order, than not get a call and miss forensic 

opportunities or catch an offender.            



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

 

What3words is a fantastic tool to be able to pinpoint a location, especially if it is a 

remote area without any landmarks. 

It works by splitting the whole world into a grid of 3 metre squares and has allocated 

a specific 3 word combination for each square. 

It is regularly used by emergency services and saves critical time in finding 

casualties or locating the scene of a crime for instance. 

If you have a smart phone or tablet, please download the app. It could save your life. 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

Crime prevention 

For crime prevention advice, please click on the link below to our First Principle 

documents 

Advice - First Principle | Suffolk Constabulary 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.suffolk.police.uk/crime-prevention-z


 

 

 

 

 

Retrieval of peregrine falcon 

The team have recently managed to retrieve a wild juvenile Peregrine Falcon from 

an address in Lowestoft. On the back of intelligence received, a search warrant was 

executed with our colleagues from Norfolk rural crime, RSPB, a Peregrine expert 

and the National Wildlife Crime Unit. The bird 

is being cared for professionally and will be 

released back to where it should be when it is 

fully fit.  

Peregrines are a Schedule 1 listed species, 

meaning that they have full protection 

under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981. 

It is a criminal offence to intentionally or 

recklessly take, injure or kill a Peregrine. 

The nest is also protected under the Act 

and it is an offence to take, damage, 

destroy or disturb an active nest, birds and 

eggs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Display trailer 

We also have a display 

trailer that we have been 

taking around to various 

shows and events, with 

several more booked in the 

diary.  

The work we do on the 

trailer is about raising 

awareness and educating 

people about all forms of 

rural, wildlife and heritage 

policing. We advise on 

what to look for, best 

evidence and how to report 

it. Unfortunately, as police 

officers we cannot always 

be in the right place at the 

right time and rely heavily 

on the public to be our 

eyes and ears. The trailer 

is stocked with all sorts of 

leaflets and useful 

information, as well as 

exhibits that have been seized from CITES (Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) investigations, various traps and 

other exhibits. Members of the team will also be on hand to answer any questions 

you may have. 

We are very happy to support events with the trailer where we can, so if you have 

any events you would like to see us at or even ideas of locations we could attend, 

please get in touch. Above are a couple of pictures of the trailer to give you some 

idea of size and how it looks.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

OP TRAVERSE 

The team have been heavily involved in 

Operation Traverse, which is about 

tackling fish theft and illegal fishing. Joint 

patrols have been conducted with the 

Environment Agency and the Angling 

Trust in known hotspots and areas where 

we have had recent issues. Signage has 

been erected, engagement conducted, 

and offenders dealt with. If you have any 

information or would like some signage, 

please contact the team or in the case of 

a theft in progress, please dial 999. 

 

Engagement Events 

Sunday 18th December 2022 – 

Lavenham Farmers Market 

Wednesday 3rd May 2023 1100hrs – Talk 

to Beccles WI 

That concludes this issue of the 

newsletter. I am sure it will develop over time and if you have any suggestions or 

would just like to speak to the team, our details are at the top. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this and I look forward to telling you all about 

our latest news and what the team have been doing in the next quarter. 

PC 1577 Kevin Stollery 

 


