
 
 
15th January 2021 
 
 
Freedom of Information Request Reference No: FOI 004171/20 
 
I write in connection with your request for information received by the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Constabularies on the 15th December 2020 in which you sought access to the following 
information: 
 

I write to request information and records under the FOIA, regarding your police force’s 
response to protest organising during the COVID-19 pandemic. Specifically, I am asking 
the following: 

 
1 How many protest organisers have contacted your force stating their plans to 

organise a protest between 23rd March 2020 and 15th December 2020? 
a. Of these, how many protests were approved? 
b. How many were rejected on the grounds of coronavirus legislation? 
c. How many were cancelled or postponed by the organisers of their own 

accord? 
2 When dealing with protest requests, does your force provide routine guidance, 

questionnaires or templates to those seeking to organise? If yes, please attach 
these. Given changes in Regulations, please provide for each period: 
a. Between 23rd March 2020 and 3rd July 2020 (Health Protection 

(Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) Regulations 2020) 
b. Between 3rd July 2020 and 14th October 2020 (Health Protection 

(Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) (No. 2) Regulations 2020) 
c. Between 14th October 2020 and 5th November 2020 (Health Protection 

(Coronavirus, Local Alert Level) (England) Regulations 2020) 
d. Between 5th November 2020 and 2nd December 2020 (Health Protection 

(Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) (No. 4) Regulations 2020) 
e. From 2nd December 2020 to 15th December 2020(Health Protection 

(Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) (All Tiers) Regulations 2020) 
3 What is your force’s procedure for assessing risk assessments provided by protest 

organisers? 
 

Response to your Request 
 
The response provided below is correct as of 22nd December 2020. 
 
Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies have considered your request and our response is below. 
 
Q1 27 in Norfolk and 9 in Suffolk. 
 
Q1a/b The Constabularies do not approve or reject a protest, if a march is involved we must be 

notified  
and if appropriate we can apply conditions, but we do not approve it. 

 
Q1c 6 in Norfolk and 1 in Suffolk did not go ahead. 



Q2 There is national guidance for those wishing to hold a procession and the notification 
process, please see link below. 
https://www.gov.uk/protests-and-marches-letting-the-police-know  

 
In relation to protests the Constabularies look to appoint a PLT (Protest Liaison Team) to 
each one, that will engage in the pre-event phase to discuss their plans, and offer 
guidance, such as numbers, and their intentions. There are no bespoke documents 
available for 2a, b, c, d, e. 
 

Q3 Where risk assessments are received, they are considered against the legislation and 
guidance applicable at that time.  Where appropriate, and time allows, they are  
referred to other relevant emergency services/organisations. 

 
The Constabularies’ ‘Events and Operational Planning Policy’ is published and can be 
accessed via the link below: 
https://www.norfolk.police.uk/sites/norfolk/files/events_and_operational_planning_-_fpd.pdf  

 
Where links have been provided, section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act has been 
engaged. 
 
Under Section 21(1) of the Freedom of Information Act (2000), public authorities are not 
required to provide information that is reasonably accessible to the public by other means, 
therefore in accordance with Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act (2000), this 
serves as a Refusal Notice for these parts of your request. 

 
This response will be published on the Constabularies web-site under the Freedom of Information 
pages:- 
https://www.norfolk.police.uk/about-us/our-data/disclosure-log 
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/services/freedom-information/disclosure-logs  
 
Should you have any further queries concerning this request, please contact Amanda Gibson, FOI 
Decision Maker, quoting the reference number shown above. 
 
A full copy of the Freedom of Information Act (2000) can be viewed on the ‘Office of Public Sector 

Information’ web-site; 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ 

 
Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies are not responsible for the content, or the reliability, of the 

website referenced. The Constabulary cannot guarantee that this link will work all of the time, and 
we have no control over the availability of the linked pages. 

https://www.gov.uk/protests-and-marches-letting-the-police-know
https://www.norfolk.police.uk/sites/norfolk/files/events_and_operational_planning_-_fpd.pdf
https://www.norfolk.police.uk/about-us/our-data/disclosure-log
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/services/freedom-information/disclosure-logs
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/


Your Right to Request a Review of Decisions Made Under the Terms of the  
Freedom of Information Act (2000). 

 
If you are unhappy with how your request has been handled, or if you think the decision is 
incorrect, you have the right to ask the Norfolk and Suffolk Constabulary to review their decision. 
 

Ask Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies to look at the decision again. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the decision made by Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies under the 
Freedom of Information Act (2000), regarding access to information, you must notify the Norfolk 
and Suffolk Constabulary that you are requesting a review within 40 days of the date of its 
response to your Freedom of Information request.  Requests for a review should be made in 
writing and addressed to: 
 

Freedom of Information Decision Maker 
Information Management Department 
Norfolk Constabulary 
Operations and Communications Centre 
Jubilee House 
Falconers Chase 
Wymondham 
Norfolk NR18 0WW 
OR 

    Email: freedomofinformation@norfolk.pnn.police.uk  
 
In all possible circumstances Norfolk and Suffolk Constabulary will aim to respond to your request 
for us to look at our decision again within 20 working days of receipt of your request for an internal 
review. 
 

The Information Commissioner. 
 
After lodging a request for a review with Norfolk and Suffolk Constabulary, if you are still 
dissatisfied with the decision, you can apply to the Information Commissioner for a decision on 
whether the request for information has been dealt with in accordance with the requirements of the 
Act. 
 
For information on how to make application to the Information Commissioner please visit their 
website at www.ico.org.uk or contact them at the address shown below: 
 

The Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
Telephone: 01625 545 700 
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