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5th December 2016 
 
 
 
Our ref: FOI 004151/16 
 
I write in connection with your request for information received by both Norfolk and Suffolk 
Constabularies on the 15th November 2016.  This response is being provided on behalf of Norfolk 
and Suffolk Constabularies as a result of ongoing collaboration.  In your requests you sought 
access to the following information: 
 

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 I seek access to documents detailing the 
following information about crimes committed by police officers. 

  
Please provide a breakdown of all crimes committed by your police officers over the last 
five years (January 2011-present day). This should include – but in no way focus solely on - 
road traffic offences. This should also include PCSOs and special constables, where 
possible. For each crime please provide: 

  
-          Rank of the officer in question 
-          Name of the officer in question (where applicable/if the conviction is unspent) 
-          The offence that was committed 
-          The date the offence was committed on 
-          The legal punishment imposed (custodial sentence, fine, community order etc) 
-          The punishment imposed by the force (sacking, suspension, etc) 

 
Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies holds information relevant to your request. 
 
Response to your request 
 
The following information has been located as relevant to your request. 
 
The following information has been provided by the Joint Professional Standards Department and 
relates to officers, PCSOs and members of the special constabulary who have appeared at court 
for a criminal matter and been convicted.  All were serving officers at the time of the conviction 
although may have been under suspension at the time. 
 
NORFOLK 
 

Year of 
Conviction Rank Offence Court Result 

Misconduct/ 
Disciplinary 
Procedures 

2011 Constable Excess Alcohol Disqualification 
Fine 

Final Written 
Warning 



 

 

Costs 

2013 
Special 

Constabulary 

Driving without due care 
and attention 
Fail to stop following a 
road traffic collision 
Fail to report road traffic 
collision 

Licence endorsed with 
penalty points 
Fine 
Costs 

Dismissed –  
varied on appeal to  
Final Written 
Warning 

2013 Constable Section 4 Public Order Absolute Discharge Retired 

2014 Constable Harassment 
Section 4 Public Order 

Suspended sentence 
Restraining Order 
Supervision Order 

Resigned 

2014 Constable Fraud Community Order Dismissed 

2015 Special 
Constabulary 

Common Assault 
Pervert the Course of 
Justice 

Imprisonment Resigned 

2016 Sergeant 
Excess Alcohol 
Fail to Provide Specimen 
of Breath 

Disqualification 
Community Order 
Fine 
Costs 

Dismissed 

2016 Constable 

Possession of indecent 
images of children 
Possession of extreme 
pornography 

Suspended Sentence Dismissed 

2016 Constable Child Cruelty Imprisonment Dismissed 

 
SUFFOLK 
 

Year of 
Conviction Rank Offence Court Result 

Misconduct/ 
Disciplinary 
Procedures 

2011 Constable Data Protection Act Fine 
Costs 

Final Written 
Warning 

2012 Constable Careless Driving 
Fine 
Licence endorsed with 
penalty points 

Management 
Action 

2013 Constable Excess Alcohol 
Fail to stop for Police 

Disqualification 
Fine 
Costs 

Dismissed 

2013 Sergeant Harassment Restraining Order 
Community Order Dismissed 

2014 Constable Data Protection Act Fine 
Restraining Order 

Resigned 

2014 Constable Excess Speed 

Licence endorsed with 
penalty points 
Fine 
Costs 

Management 
Action 

2015 Constable Careless Driving 

Disqualification 
Fine 
Costs 
Compensation 

Management 
Action 

2015 Constable Data Protection Act Fine 
Costs Dismissed 

  
The names of the officers and the dates of the offences have not been provided due to exemptions 
within the Act. 

 
Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 requires that Norfolk and Suffolk 
Constabularies, when refusing to provide information (because the information is exempt) is to 
provide you, the applicant, with a refusal notice which:- 
 



 

 

a. States that fact; 
b. Specifies the exemption(s) in question and; 
c. States (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption(s) applies. 

 
The information is exempt from disclosure by virtue of the following exemption:- 

 
• Section 40(2) – Personal Information 
 

Section 40(2) – whilst section 40 is a class based absolute exemption and there is no requirement 
to consider the harm or public interest, there is a requirement under sub-section 40(2), if the 
information requested relates to a third party, to articulate why disclosure would breach the Data 
Protection Act principles.  The exemption at section 40(2) is relevant if the release of the personal 
information would be a breach of any of the 8 principles of the Data Protection Act 1998. 
 
Personal data means data that relates to a living individual who can be identified from that data or 
from that data and other data that is in the possession of, or likely to come into the possession of, 
the data controller. 
 
Principle 1 of the Data Protection Act states that personal data shall be processed fairly and 
lawfully. 
 
The latest advice from the Information Commissioner, when applying the exemption at section 
40(2), is to firstly consider fairness.  Fairness relates to consideration of expectation and 
consequences in relation to the use of a person’s personal data.   
 
To reveal information via the Freedom of Information process, leading to the identification of an 
individual, would not be considered ‘fair’.  When it is released, the information is published by 
Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies on the respective websites.  Providing the information would 
not only identify the officer but could also lead to the identification of the victims.  It is reasonable to 
assume that individuals would not expect their details to be released under the FOIA and would 
expect their details to be kept confidential and in accordance with the Data Protection Act. 

 
Whilst some of the information may be available via press articles in the media, it would not be 
appropriate for the Constabularies to continue to release details, which will be published on the 
force websites for an indefinite period of time. 

 
On the basis that personal data into the public domain, that could be linked to a living individual in 
a way that they would not expect, would not be fair and would be a breach of principle 1.  This 
response letter serves as a refusal notice under section 17(1) of the Freedom of Information Act by 
virtue of the application of the exemption at section 40(2) of the Act, for these parts of your 
request.  
 
This response will be published on both the Norfolk and Suffolk Constabulary web-sites.  A link to 
the disclosure log pages of each Constabulary web-site is provided below.  
 
https://www.norfolk.police.uk/about-us/our-data/disclosure-log  
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/services/freedom-information/disclosure-logs 
 
Should you have any further queries concerning this request, please contact me quoting the 
reference number shown above. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Amanda Gibson 
Freedom of Information Department 
 



 

 

A full copy of the Freedom of Information Act (2000) can be viewed on the ‘Office of Public Sector 
Information’ web-site; 

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ 
 

The Norfolk Constabulary is not responsible for the content, or the reliability, of the website referenced. The 
Constabulary cannot guarantee that this link will work all of the time, and we have no control over the 

availability of the linked pages. 



 

 

Your Right to Request a Review of Decisions Made Under the Terms of the  
Freedom of Information Act (2000). 

 
If you are unhappy with how your request has been handled, or if you think the decision is 
incorrect, you have the right to ask the Norfolk Constabulary to review their decision. 
 

Ask the Norfolk Constabulary to look at the decision again. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the decision made by the Norfolk Constabulary under the Freedom of 
Information Act (2000), regarding access to information, you must notify the Norfolk Constabulary 
that you are requesting a review within 20 days of the date of its response to your Freedom of 
Information request.  Requests for a review should be made in writing and addressed to: 
 

Freedom of Information Decision Maker 
Professional Standards Department 
Norfolk Constabulary 
Operations and Communications Centre 
Jubilee House 
Falconers Chase 
Wymondham 
Norfolk NR18 0WW 
OR 

    Email: freedomofinformation@norfolk.pnn.police.uk 
 
In all possible circumstances the Norfolk Constabulary will aim to respond to your request for us to 
look at our decision again within 20 working days of receipt of your request for an internal review. 
 

The Information Commissioner. 
 
After lodging a request for a review with the Norfolk Constabulary, if you are still dissatisfied with 
the decision, you can apply to the Information Commissioner for a decision on whether the request 
for information has been dealt with in accordance with the requirements of the Act. 
 
For information on how to make application to the Information Commissioner please visit their 
website at www.ico.org.uk or contact them at the address shown below: 
 

The Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
Telephone: 01625 545 700 

 
 


