
 
 
 

17th September 2018 
 

 
Freedom of Information Request Reference No: FOI 003023/18 
 
I write in connection with your request for information received by the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Constabularies on the 17th August 2018 in which you sought access to the following information: 
 

A The total estimated cost to your police force (as can be estimated so far) that 
related to policing the visit by US President Donald Trump to the UK on July 12-15.  

B The total number of officers from your force that were involved in policing the visit by 
US President Donald Trump to the UK on July 12-15. 

C Please break down where possible how much of the costs in part (a) refer to: 
- Opportunity costs 
- Vehicles 
- Infrastructure 
- Catering, hotels 
- Staff/officers' overtime claimed so far  

 
The Met Police have answered questions of this type before (link below), so I hope I can 
expect your reply within the 20 working days stipulated by the Act. 

 
https://www.met.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/foi-media/metropolitan-
police/disclosure_2017/november_2017/information-right-unit---cost-of-policing-the-visit-to-
london-of-the-former-usa-president-barack-obama-in-2016 

 
Response to your Request 
 
The response provided below is correct as of 12th September 2018. 
 
Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies have located the following information as relevant to your 
request. 
 
Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies provided officers to the Met Police, Essex and Scotland on a 
mutual aid assistance basis during the visit of President Trump.  Claims have been submitted to 
these forces and are currently being verified.  Therefore, there will be no actual cost to either 
Norfolk or Suffolk.   
 
Only claims which have been submitted and paid, in relation to this operation, have been included 
below.  It is possible that further claims may be received and paid at a later date.  The current 
recorded costs, over and above the usual officer duties, are:- 
 
£36,722  Overtime 
£20,450                   Allowances 
£407                      Travel/Subsistence/Expenses 
£5,183                    Vehicle Costs 
£62,762  TOTAL 

https://www.met.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/foi-media/metropolitan-police/disclosure_2017/november_2017/information-right-unit---cost-of-policing-the-visit-to-london-of-the-former-usa-president-barack-obama-in-2016
https://www.met.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/foi-media/metropolitan-police/disclosure_2017/november_2017/information-right-unit---cost-of-policing-the-visit-to-london-of-the-former-usa-president-barack-obama-in-2016
https://www.met.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/foi-media/metropolitan-police/disclosure_2017/november_2017/information-right-unit---cost-of-policing-the-visit-to-london-of-the-former-usa-president-barack-obama-in-2016


The above costs are joint Norfolk/Suffolk, split £35,774/£26,988 

 
Please see below breakdown of officer numbers which were sent to other force areas to assist 
with the policing of this visit:-  
  

Skill 
Donor Force 

NORFOLK SUFFOLK 

Uniform Officer 30 16 

Firearms 3 1 

Public Order Officer 40 60 

Public Order Medic 4 0 

Dog Unit 3 2 

VIP Motorcycle Escort 2 2 

Mutual Aid Liaison Officer 1 0 

 
Partial Neither Confirm Nor Deny 
 
Additionally, Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies will neither confirm nor deny whether any other 
information is held. 
 
Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 requires the Constabularies; when refusing to 
provide such information (because the information is exempt) is to provide you the applicant with a 
notice ban which: 
 
(a) States that fact 
(b) Specifies the exemption(s) in question and  
(c) States (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption(s) applies. 
 
Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies will neither confirm nor deny whether information is held 
relevant to your request, as the duty in section 1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act does not 
apply by virtue of the following exemptions:- 
 

 Section 23(5) Information supplied by or concerning certain Security Bodies 

 Section 24(2)  National Security 
 
Section 23 is a class based absolute exemption and there is no requirement to evidence the harm 
or articulate a public interest test. 
 
Section 24 is a prejudice based qualified exemptions and there is a requirement to articulate the 
harm that would be caused by confirming or denying whether information is or isn’t held.   A public 
interest test is also required. 
 

Evidence of Harm 
 
Disclosure of information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) is considered to be a 
release to the world, as once the information has been published on the Disclosure Log pages of 
the Constabularies external websites, the Constabularies have no control over access to that 
information.  Whilst not questioning an applicant’s motive for requesting information, by confirming 
whether or not any other information is held, could allow those who seek to cause harm within the 
UK, to gain an understanding of the operational techniques and resourcing deployments of UK 
police forces during official state visits. 



 

The prevention and detection of crime is the foundation upon which policing it built and the threat 
from terrorism cannot be ignored.  It is generally recognised, in this current environment, that the 
international security landscape is increasingly complex and unpredictable.  The current UK threat 
level from international terrorism, based on intelligence, is assessed as ‘severe’ which means that 
a terrorist attack is highly likely. Please see below:- 
 
https://www.mi5.gov.uk/threat-levels  
 
Although there is a call for openness and transparency, this needs to be balanced against the 
harm in disclosure of the requested information.  The Police Service has a clear responsibility to 
prevent and detect crime and disorder and to protect the communities we serve. 
 
Government reports suggest that at any one time, the police and security agencies are contending 
with many terrorist plots, terrorist groups or networks, and individuals who are judged to pose a 
threat to the wellbeing of the UK and/or UK interests.  While the plots may not necessarily be 
directed at attacks on visiting dignitaries or high profile individuals, any attack on the US President, 
or any other overseas Head of State, would be of national significance to our Country.  
Confirmation or denial of whether any other relevant information is held, is likely to place 
individuals at serious risk, due to their prominence across the globe. 
 
Section 24 – factors favouring confirmation or denial of whether any other information is held 
 
The public are entitled to know how public funds are spent.  Confirming whether or not any other 
information is held would enable the public to hold the Police Service to account in relation to how 
they plan and allocate resources to high profile state visits.  
 
Section 24 – factors against confirmation or denial of whether any other information is held 
 
Taking into account the current security climate within the UK, any information that could aid those 
involved in terrorist activity, should not be disclosed.  To what extent, confirming or denying 
whether any information is or isn’t held, may aid a terrorist is unknown, but it is clear that it would 
have some impact on a Constabulary’s ability to plan and police future state visits. 
 
The public entrust the Police Service to make appropriate decisions with regard to their safety and 
protection.  The only way of reducing risk is to be cautious with what is placed into the public 
domain.  Confirmation or denial, in this case, may undermine policing measures designed to 
protect National Security. 
 
The cumulative effect of those involved in terrorist activity gathering information from various 
sources is that this would build a picture of vulnerabilities within certain scenarios.  To confirm or 
deny whether any other information is held regarding this state visit, disclosure would allow those 
who intent to cause harm, to calculate areas of more or less risk during occasions of state visits. 
 
Any information identifying the focus of policing activity could be used to the advantage of 
terrorists, extremists or criminal organisations.  Information that undermines the operational 
integrity of these operational activities (whether information is or isn’t held in this instance) will 
adversely affect public safety and have a negative impact on the ability to safeguard National 
Security.   
 
Balance Test 
 
The security of the Country is of paramount importance and the Police Service will not divulge 
whether or not any other information is held, if to do so would place the safety of individuals at risk 
or undermine National Security. 

https://www.mi5.gov.uk/threat-levels


 
As much as there is a public interest in knowing that policing activity is appropriate and balanced, 
in matters of National Security, this will only be overridden in exceptional circumstances. 
 
The public entrust the Police Service to make appropriate decisions with regard to their safety and 
protection, the only way to reduce risk is to be cautious with any information that is released.  
Confirming or denying whether any other information is or is not held, in relation to your request, 
would reveal policing activity and would assist those intent on causing harm.  The balance test 
therefore lies in neither confirming nor denying whether any other information is or isn’t held. 
 
No inference should be taken from this response as to whether any other information does or does 
not exist. 
 
 
This response will be published on the Constabularies web-site under the Freedom of Information 
pages:- 
 
https://www.norfolk.police.uk/about-us/our-data/disclosure-log 
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/services/freedom-information/disclosure-logs  
 
Should you have any further queries concerning this request, please contact Amanda Gibson, FOI 
Decision Maker, quoting the reference number shown above. 
 

A full copy of the Freedom of Information Act (2000) can be viewed on the ‘Office of Public Sector 
Information’ web-site; 

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ 
 

Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies are not responsible for the content, or the reliability, of the 
website referenced. The Constabulary cannot guarantee that this link will work all of the time, and 

we have no control over the availability of the linked pages. 

https://www.norfolk.police.uk/about-us/our-data/disclosure-log
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/services/freedom-information/disclosure-logs
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/


Your Right to Request a Review of Decisions Made Under the Terms of the  
Freedom of Information Act (2000). 

 
If you are unhappy with how your request has been handled, or if you think the decision is 
incorrect, you have the right to ask the Norfolk and Suffolk Constabulary to review their decision. 
 

Ask Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies to look at the decision again. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the decision made by Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies under the 
Freedom of Information Act (2000), regarding access to information, you must notify the Norfolk 
and Suffolk Constabulary that you are requesting a review within 20 days of the date of its 
response to your Freedom of Information request.  Requests for a review should be made in 
writing and addressed to: 
 

Freedom of Information Decision Maker 
Information Management Department 
Norfolk Constabulary 
Operations and Communications Centre 
Jubilee House 
Falconers Chase 
Wymondham 
Norfolk NR18 0WW 
OR 

    Email: freedomofinformation@norfolk.pnn.police.uk  
 
In all possible circumstances Norfolk and Suffolk Constabulary will aim to respond to your request 
for us to look at our decision again within 20 working days of receipt of your request for an internal 
review. 
 

The Information Commissioner. 
 
After lodging a request for a review with Norfolk and Suffolk Constabulary, if you are still 
dissatisfied with the decision, you can apply to the Information Commissioner for a decision on 
whether the request for information has been dealt with in accordance with the requirements of the 
Act. 
 
For information on how to make application to the Information Commissioner please visit their 
website at www.ico.org.uk or contact them at the address shown below: 
 

The Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
Telephone: 01625 545 700 

 
 

 

mailto:freedomofinformation@norfolk.pnn.police.uk
http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk/

