
 
 
15th May 2020 
 
 
Freedom of Information Request Reference No: FOI 001471/20 
 
I write in connection with your request for information received by the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Constabularies on the 28th April 2020 in which you sought access to the following information: 
 

1 If known, how many incidents of illegal fox hunting with hounds, under The Hunting 
Act 2004, have been reported during each year since September 2015? 

2 How are these incidents / crimes categorised / recorded? 
3 In each Year since 2015 how many arrests have been made of 

A Fox / Trail Hunters and their support 
B Anti-Hunt Activists / Saboteurs 

4 How many incidents have been submitted to The CPS for review or charges brought 
5 What were the reasons why incidents have not been submitted to The CPS or 

Charges brought 
6 Do you have a wildlife crime officer / Team?  If so what is their duties and role? Is 

this role funded? 
7 Do you have a hunt liaison officer?  If so what is their duties and role? Is this role 

funded? 
8 How many officers receive training in identifying illegal (fox) hunting 
9 Who provides the training? 
10 What has been the average annual cost of policing organised hunting with hounds 

(Fox / Trail Hunting) since 2015 
11 What is the police strategy for enforcing The Hunting Act (2004) and activities of 

Organised fox / trail Hunts and gathering evidence of illegal hunting 
12 What is the police strategy regarding anti-hunt activists / saboteurs/hunt monitors  
13 Do you insist that organised hunts, when claiming to trail hunt, supply you with 

weekly meet card; a trail hunt map; a risk assessment; insurance; licence for the 
importation of fox urine? If not, why not? 

14 How do you monitor the activities of trail hunts e.g. conduct random checks to 
ensure that they are complying with anti-hunt legislation 

15 How do you determine whether an organised hunt’s activity involve trail hunting, 
Drag Hunting or fox hunting 

16 What preventative measures do you have in place to prevent an illegal fox hunting 
taking place during a trail hunt 

17 I would also like the following information on: 
A Whether there is any current operation related to the policing of hunting and 

to hunt protest activity in Norfolk police area?  
B If such an operation exists, when did it begin, what name does it operate 

under and what is its remit?  
C Whether Norfolk police has entered into any agreement with any landowners 
or hunt organisers?  

18 What is your policy on police officers riding out with organised trail/fox hunts 
19 Do officers involved in preventing wildlife crime need to declare an interest if they 

hunt 
 



Response to your Request 
 
The response provided below is correct as of 1st May 2020. 
 
Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies have considered your request and our response is below. 
 
When responding to a request for information under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, a 
public authority is not obliged to provide information if the authority estimates that the cost of the 
retrieval of the information requested would be in excess of £450 per force (equivalent to 18 hours 
work). 
 
The costs criteria relates to a request in its entirety, which means that if we cannot retrieve all of 
the information requested within the costs limit, we are not obliged to retrieve any of the 
information requested.   
 
The Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies estimate that to retrieve all the information you have 
requested would exceed cost in excess of £450. 
 
Research has been undertaken of recorded incidents which have an opening code of PS13M – 
Wildlife-Hunting/Hare Coursing.  This category of incidents has returned the following numbers for 
Norfolk only: 
 

Year PS13M  

Sep 15 - Aug 16 167 

Sep 16 - Aug 17 226 

Sep 17 - Aug 18 308 

Sep 18 - Aug 19 235 

Total 936 

 
It should be noted that other codes are likely to have been used, for example those reporting 
suspicious behaviour, ASB, etc. 
 
In order to identify if any of the 936 incident reports are relevant to your request, in that they refer 
to illegal fox hunting, each would need to be read through.  Based on 3 minutes each this would 
exceed 46 hours to review Norfolk data only.   
 
With regard to arrests, there isn’t a specific arrest offence for the Hunting Act or for Hunt Sabotage.  
If there have been any arrests they could relate to other offences, if any offences have occurred, 
for example, public order, criminal damage or assault.   It would be an enormous task to review the 
thousands of arrest records each year to see if any are relevant.  
 
This would therefore significantly exceed the appropriate limit for dealing with Freedom of 
Information requests, in terms of costs, and therefore Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information 
Act applies. 
 
Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act states that a public authority is not obliged to: 

 
“…comply with a request for information if the authority estimates that the cost  
of complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit”. 

 



The Freedom of Information (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004, defines the 
‘appropriate limit’ for the Norfolk Constabulary as £450, and specifies that this sum equates to 18 
hours work at a standard rate of £25 per hour.   
 
In accordance with Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act (2000), this serves as a Refusal 
Notice for your request.   
 
Advice & Assistance 
 
Although excess cost removes the Constabularies obligations under the Freedom of Information 
Act, as a gesture of goodwill, I have supplied information, relevant to your request, which was 
retrieved or available before it was realised that the fees limit would be exceeded.  I trust this is 
helpful, but it does not affect our legal right to rely on the fees regulations for the remainder of your 
request. 
 
Research has been undertaken of recorded crimes under the Hunting Act 2004.  This has 
identified the following offences: 
 

Area / Month / Year Arrests? Crime Outcome 

Hunting Act 2004 – Hunting a wild mammal with a dog 

NORFOLK 
December 2017 

No 
Type 15 – Named Suspect Identified: Victim Supports 
Police Action But Evidential Difficulties Prevent Further 

Action 

SUFFOLK 
September 2016 

No 
Type 15 – Named Suspect Identified: Victim Supports 
Police Action But Evidential Difficulties Prevent Further 

Action 

SUFFOLK 
December 2017 

No 
Type 15 – Named Suspect Identified: Victim Supports 
Police Action But Evidential Difficulties Prevent Further 

Action 

SUFFOLK 
December 2017 

2 arrests Type 1 – Charged/Summonsed/Postal Requisition 

SUFFOLK 3 arrests 
Type 15 – Named Suspect Identified: Victim Supports 
Police Action But Evidential Difficulties Prevent Further 

Action 

 
Q18/19 Fox hunting is illegal and therefore officers and staff would not submit a business 

interest for participation in an illegal activity. 
 

Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies hold no information in relation to business 
interests involving fox hunting.  

   
All business interests submitted by members of the Constabularies are considered 
individually by the Joint Professional Standards Department.  It would depend upon 
the level of involvement as to whether something would be classed as a business 
interest or indeed whether it would be approved.  

 
 
This response will be published on the Constabularies web-site under the Freedom of Information 
pages:- 
https://www.norfolk.police.uk/about-us/our-data/disclosure-log 
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/services/freedom-information/disclosure-logs  
 

https://www.norfolk.police.uk/about-us/our-data/disclosure-log
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/services/freedom-information/disclosure-logs


Should you have any further queries concerning this request, please contact Amanda Gibson, FOI 
Decision Maker, quoting the reference number shown above. 
 

A full copy of the Freedom of Information Act (2000) can be viewed on the ‘Office of Public Sector 
Information’ web-site; 

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ 
 

Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies are not responsible for the content, or the reliability, of the 
website referenced. The Constabulary cannot guarantee that this link will work all of the time, and 

we have no control over the availability of the linked pages. 

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/


Your Right to Request a Review of Decisions Made Under the Terms of the  
Freedom of Information Act (2000). 

 
If you are unhappy with how your request has been handled, or if you think the decision is 
incorrect, you have the right to ask the Norfolk and Suffolk Constabulary to review their decision. 
 

Ask Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies to look at the decision again. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the decision made by Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies under the 
Freedom of Information Act (2000), regarding access to information, you must notify the Norfolk 
and Suffolk Constabulary that you are requesting a review within 40 days of the date of its 
response to your Freedom of Information request.  Requests for a review should be made in 
writing and addressed to: 
 

Freedom of Information Decision Maker 
Information Management Department 
Norfolk Constabulary 
Operations and Communications Centre 
Jubilee House 
Falconers Chase 
Wymondham 
Norfolk NR18 0WW 
OR 

    Email: freedomofinformation@norfolk.pnn.police.uk  
 
In all possible circumstances Norfolk and Suffolk Constabulary will aim to respond to your request 
for us to look at our decision again within 20 working days of receipt of your request for an internal 
review. 
 

The Information Commissioner. 
 
After lodging a request for a review with Norfolk and Suffolk Constabulary, if you are still 
dissatisfied with the decision, you can apply to the Information Commissioner for a decision on 
whether the request for information has been dealt with in accordance with the requirements of the 
Act. 
 
For information on how to make application to the Information Commissioner please visit their 
website at www.ico.org.uk or contact them at the address shown below: 
 

The Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
Telephone: 01625 545 700 

 
 

 

mailto:freedomofinformation@norfolk.pnn.police.uk
http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk/

