
 
 

 

 
Freedom of Information Request Reference No: FOI 000469-20 
 
I write in connection with your request for information received by Suffolk Constabulary on the 29 
January 2020 in which you sought access to the following information: 
 
“I would like to know the number of knife and assault crimes reported over the period of the past 
four years either in or on the premises of bars and nightclubs that you have on record. 
 
By knife crimes, I mean possession of a knife or a sharp object or wounding or stabbings with a 
knife or sharp object. 
 
By assault crimes I mean common assault crimes sexual assault, battery, GBH, ABH and 
wounding.” 
 
Response to your Request 
 
The response provided below is correct as of 5 February 2020 
 
Suffolk Constabulary has considered your request for information and the response is below.    
 
A search has been completed of the Constabulary’s crime system for all offences recorded with a 
premise type of ‘Public House / Bar / Nightclub’. Please note that should there be any other 
relevant offences that have not had the correct premise type recorded, it will not be included 
within the results provided.  
 
The number of knife related offences falling under the definition of the request is provided below. 
Please note that the data provided does not correlate with the information the Constabulary 
reports on as the request parameters do not match the Constabulary’s definition of a knife crime.  
 

Offence Title 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Having an article with a blade or point in a public place 2 2 3 3 

Minor wound without intent (s20)  1   

Threaten with a blade or sharply pointed article in a public place   1  

Wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm (Indictable)  1   

 
The number of ‘assault’ offences recorded that fall under the definition provided within the 
request are provided below. Please note that the information provided does not match the 
definition of an assault used by the Constabulary and therefore will not match other responses 
that ask for assaults generally.  



 
 

 

 
 

Offence Title 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Assault on a female by penetration  2 2 2 

Assault on a male by penetration 1    

Assault or assault by beating of a constable   2 3 
Assault Police - Assault with Injury - Assault occasioning actual 
bodily harm 

 1 1 2 

Assault Police - Assault with Injury - Malicious wounding: 
wounding or inflicting grievous bodily harm (Minor wound or 
equivalent) 

 1  1 

Assault with Injury - Administering poison with intent to injure or 
annoy 

2 4 1 8 

Assault with Injury - Assault occasioning actual bodily harm 183 178 214 178 

Assault with Injury - Assault with intent to resist apprehension 2 1 1  

Assault with Injury - Malicious wounding: wounding or inflicting 
grievous bodily harm (Minor wound or equivalent) 

31 33 31 41 

Assault with Injury - Malicious wounding: wounding or inflicting 
grievous bodily harm (Serious wound or equivalent) 

10 13 15 14 

Assault with Intent to cause Serious Harm - Wounding with 
intent to do grievous bodily harm 

10 10 16 12 

Assault without Injury - Common assault and battery 142 162 234 209 

Assault without injury on a constable (Police Act offence) 8 10 10 1 

Attempted - Assault on a female by penetration   1  

Attempted - Assault with Injury - Malicious wounding: wounding 
or inflicting grievous bodily harm (Minor wound or equivalent) 

1    

Attempted - Assault with Intent to cause Serious Harm - 
Wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm 

2    

Attempted - Racially or religiously aggravated common assault 
or beating 

   1 

Attempted murder    2 

Murder - of persons aged 1 year or over    1 
Racially or religiously aggravated assault or assault occasioning 
actual bodily harm 

1  1 1 

Racially or religiously aggravated common assault or beating 3  2 1 
Racially or religiously aggravated wounding or grievous bodily 
harm 

  1  

Rape of a female aged 16 or over 3 4 4 4 

Rape of a male aged 16 or over   1  

Sexual assault of a female child under 13  1   

Sexual assault on a female 9 21 25 34 

Sexual assault on a male 1 4 2 3 



 
 

 

The Constabulary’s has the following accreditation and initiatives to manage the night time 
economy.  
 
Ipswich has been a Purple Flag accredited town since July 2012. 
 
Purple Flag is a national accreditation process similar to the Green Flag award for parks and the 
Blue Flag for beaches. It leads to Purple Flag status for town & city centres that meet or surpass 
the standards of excellence in managing the evening and night time economy (ENTE). It is a 
positive initiative that indicates an entertaining, diverse, safe and enjoyable night out throughout 
the UK. The award is reviewed regularly and the last reaccreditation took place in 2019. 
 
Town Pastors work in Suffolk on Friday and Saturday evenings.  
 
Town Pastors are Christian volunteers from local churches who bring a caring presence onto the 
streets of our towns through the late nights and early mornings of the Night Time Economy. 
Usually present on Friday and/or Saturday nights, they bring a positive influence on the streets 
providing help and support to vulnerable people. Town Pastors currently operate in 10 towns in 
Suffolk: Ipswich, Bury St Edmunds, Felixstowe, Haverhill, Lowestoft, Newmarket, Stowmarket, 
Sudbury, Woodbridge & Leiston. 
 
Town Pastors working in pairs, wearing bright distinctive jackets and headgear, are out on Friday 
& Saturday nights from 10pm until the early hours. They provide a positive influence in the town. 
Town Pastors are available to offer support to vulnerable people, help to defuse potentially-
difficult situations, and work with other agencies via the Town Link Radio to promote safety. 
 

 Taxi Marshal services operate in Ipswich every Friday and Saturday evening from 
11.30am to 4.30am. SIA licensed Taxi Marshals operate in the Cattle Market area and 
assist in arranging a taxi home. 

 At least one large premises in the town centre has a metal detecting knife arch at the 
point of entry. This is not a condition on the premises licence. It is a preventative measure 
taken to promote safety.  

 Almost all late night venues have licence conditions including the use of SIA registered 
door staff and many also have licence conditions relating to searching as a condition of 
entry. This includes the use of metal detecting wands as a preventative measure. 
 

Further work ongoing in relation to pubs and clubs and the wider NTE safety includes; 
 

 Ipswich partnership  licensing seminar  to include training for DPS/managers/doorstaff. 
This is being planned to take place on 21st May at Ip City 

 4 or 5 partnership NTE engagement nights planned in throughout the 2020. We are early 
stages of planning this but current dates are; 28th March, 19th June, 10th October, 31st 



 
 

 

October, 19th December. (Last year 3 NTE engagement evenings took place in 
September November and December. 

 Barwatch has recently relaunched. 

 The DISC IT system has been launched by Ipswich Central to aid communication 
between licensed premises and partners.  

 
Police forces in the United Kingdom are routinely required to provide crime statistics to 
government bodies and the recording criteria is set nationally. However, the systems used 
for recording these figures are not generic, nor are the procedures used locally in 
capturing the crime data. It should be noted that for these reasons this force's response to 
your questions should not be used for comparison purposes with any other response you 
may receive. 
 
Should you have any further queries concerning this request, please contact Clair Pack, FOI 
Decision Maker, quoting the reference number shown above. 
 
A full copy of the Freedom of Information Act (2000) can be viewed on the ‘Office of Public Sector 

Information’ web-site; 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ 

 
Suffolk Constabulary is not responsible for the content, or the reliability, of the website 

referenced. The Constabulary cannot guarantee that this link will work all of the time, and we 
have no control over the availability of the linked pages. 



 
 

 

Your Right to Request a Review of Decisions Made Under the Terms of the  
Freedom of Information Act (2000). 

 
If you are unhappy with how your request has been handled, or if you think the decision is 
incorrect, you have the right to ask Suffolk Constabulary to review their decision. 
 

Ask Suffolk Constabulary to look at the decision again. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the decision made by Suffolk Constabulary under the Freedom of 
Information Act (2000), regarding access to information, you must notify Suffolk Constabulary that 
you are requesting a review within 40 working days of the date of its response to your Freedom of 
Information request.  Requests for a review should be made in writing and addressed to: 
 

Freedom of Information Decision Maker 
Information Management Department 
Suffolk Constabulary 
Police Headquarters 
Martlesham Heath 
Ipswich 
Suffolk 
IP5 3QS 
OR 

    Email: information@suffolk.pnn.police.uk   
 
In all possible circumstances Suffolk Constabulary will aim to respond to your request for us to 
look at our decision again within 20 working days of receipt of your request for an internal review. 
 

The Information Commissioner. 
 
After lodging a request for a review with Suffolk Constabulary, if you are still dissatisfied with the 
decision, you can apply to the Information Commissioner for a decision on whether the request 
for information has been dealt with in accordance with the requirements of the Act. 
 
For information on how to make application to the Information Commissioner please visit their 
website at www.ico.org.uk or contact them at the address shown below: 
 

The Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
Telephone: 01625 545 700 

 
 
 


