
 
 
 
 
 
Freedom of Information Request Reference No:  FOI 000299-20 
        
I write in connection with your request for information received by Suffolk and Norfolk 
Constabularies on 21 January 2020 which you sought access to the following information: 
 
1. “For the calendar year 2019, please can you provide the number of victims aged over 65 for 

violent offences, namely:  
a. Common assault (Home Office Code 105/1)  
b. Actual Bodily Harm (Home Office Code 008/06)  
c. Inflicting Grievous Bodily Harm (Home Office Code 008/01)  
d. Causing Grievous Bodily Harm (Home Office Code 005/01)  

  
2. Please could you separately break down the figures by the victims’ age?  

 
3. If there is time, please can you provide any further information about the nature of what 

happened in the incident?” 
 
Response to your Request 
 
The response provided below is correct as of 3 February 2020 
 
Suffolk and Norfolk Constabularies have considered your request for information and the response 
is below.    
 
1. The total number of offences recorded where the victims age is recorded as 65 years old and 

above, is provided below for the violent offences specified: 
 

Offence Norfolk  Suffolk  

Assault occasioning actual bodily harm (ABH) 320 213 

Assault Police - Assault occasioning actual bodily harm (ABH) (S.47) 1 8 

Assault Police - Cause GBH with intent to resist/prevent arrest. (S.18)  1 

Assault without Injury - Common assault and battery 709 602 

Attempted - Assault occasioning actual bodily harm (ABH)  1 

Attempted - Assault without Injury - Common assault and battery 2 1 

GBH serious wound without intent (s20) 8 14 

Racially or religiously aggravated assault or assault occasioning actual bodily harm  1 



Racially or religiously aggravated common assault or beating 1 3 

Grand Total 1041 844 

 
2. The age of the victims, were as follows: 

 

Victim Age Norfolk Suffolk 

65 48 50 

66 53 35 

67 49 28 

68 39 26 

69 34 38 

70 33 34 

71 41 36 

72 42 28 

73 33 33 

74 29 17 

75 27 29 

76 30 22 

77 29 18 

78 26 16 

79 23 25 

80 33 18 

81 20 16 

82 22 14 

83 23 20 

84 23 10 

85 18 14 

86 13 19 

87 31 10 

88 14 9 

89 25 13 

90 9 3 

91 16 8 

92 11 1 

93 10 5 

94 4 6 

95 7 4 

96 4 2 

97 3  



98 5 2 

99 3  

Not Recorded 211 235 

Grand Total 1041 844 

 
3. To provide information concerning the nature of the offences would require the review of all 

crime MOs, for which there are over 1800 across both Constabularies.   
 
The Constabularies would need to manually review the MO of each offence in order to ensure 
no information is disclosed that would identify an individual or impede any ongoing 
investigations. This is a substantial undertaking and the Constabularies consider would be a 
hugely onerous task and one which would place a great burden on staff to make the 
necessary redactions. 
 
There is no exemption within the Act for the time taken to redact, the Section 12 exemption 
only applies to the location and retrieval of relevant information. Therefore, when there is a 
substantial burden placed on the Constabulary for the redaction of information, we can 
consider the application of Section 14 – Vexatious.  
 
Section 14(1) of the Freedom of Information Act – Vexatious Requests: 
 
(1) Section 1(1) does not oblige a public authority to comply with a request for information if 
the request is vexatious. 
 
In order for a public authority to engage this section, the following must be considered: 
 
Whether compliance would create a significant burden in terms of expense and distraction; 
Whether the request is designed to cause disruption or annoyance; 
Whether the request has the effect of harassing the public authority or its staff; 
Whether the request can otherwise fairly be characterised as obsessive or manifestly 
unreasonable; and 
Whether the request has any serious purpose or value.  
 
In a decision notice FS50481492 (University Hospital Bristol NHS Foundation), the Information 
Commissioner refers to a Tribunal decision, which confirms that a decision should be based 
on a balance of the above factors and establishes that proportionality and justification is 
central to the application of this exemption.  
 
The guidance continues that the Constabularies will need to consider whether the request is 
likely to cause a disproportionate or unjustified level of disruption, irritation or distress. The 
Commissioner further considered that Constabularies should weigh the impact on the 
authorities and balance this against the purpose and value of the request. Taking into account 
any relevant factors including background and history of the request.  
 



Whilst I appreciate that this is an area which you hold particular interest to, when we research 
requests for information we do consider the ICO guidance and previous case law, which 
states: 
 
“…that in considering whether a request is vexatious … the demands they place on the public 
authorities time and resource may be a relevant factor.” 
 
To provide a full response to the FOI request posed, would require a manual review of nearly 
2000 offence MOs, with appropriate redaction, to ensure there are no details disclosed that 
would identify an individual or provide information that may prejudice this and future like 
investigations.  
 
The information captured by this request may engage several exemptions, which would 
include, but not limited to: 
 
Section 40(2) Personal Information; 
Section 30(1)(a) Investigations;  
Section 31(1)(a)(b) Law Enforcement  
Section 38(1) Health and Safety 
 
The FOI Act was created so that public authorities could be open and accountable to the 
general public, ensuring the public is better informed and encouraging public debate. When a 
request is received that requires a great deal of redaction, Constabularies can consider that 
the burden of such would place significant drain on resources.  
 
Having carefully considered this request, balancing the purpose of the request and the 
burdensome effect on the FOI team, I have determined that this part of the request does fall 
under the section 14(1) vexatious exemption. 

 
Police forces in the United Kingdom are routinely required to provide crime statistics to 
government bodies and the recording criteria is set nationally. However, the systems used 
for recording these figures are not generic, nor are the procedures used locally in capturing 
the crime data. It should be noted that for these reasons this force's response to your 
questions should not be used for comparison purposes with any other response you may 
receive. 
 
Should you have any further queries concerning this request, please contact Clair Pack, FOI 
Decision Maker, quoting the reference number shown above. 
 
A full copy of the Freedom of Information Act (2000) can be viewed on the ‘Office of Public Sector 

Information’ web-site; 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ 

 
Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies are not responsible for the content, or the reliability, of the 

website referenced. The Constabulary cannot guarantee that this link will work all of the time, and 
we have no control over the availability of the linked pages. 





Your Right to Request a Review of Decisions Made Under the Terms of the  
Freedom of Information Act (2000). 

 
If you are unhappy with how your request has been handled, or if you think the decision is 
incorrect, you have the right to ask the Norfolk and Suffolk Constabulary to review their decision. 
 

Ask Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies to look at the decision again. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the decision made by Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies under the 
Freedom of Information Act (2000), regarding access to information, you must notify the Norfolk 
and Suffolk Constabulary that you are requesting a review within 20 days of the date of its 
response to your Freedom of Information request.  Requests for a review should be made in 
writing and addressed to: 
 

Freedom of Information Decision Maker 
Information Management Department 
Suffolk Constabulary 
Police Headquarters 
Martlesham Heath 
Ipswich 
Suffolk 
IP5 3QS 
OR 

    Email: information@suffolk.pnn.police.uk   
 
In all possible circumstances Norfolk and Suffolk Constabulary will aim to respond to your request 
for us to look at our decision again within 40 working days of receipt of your request for an internal 
review. 
 

The Information Commissioner. 
 
After lodging a request for a review with Norfolk and Suffolk Constabulary, if you are still 
dissatisfied with the decision, you can apply to the Information Commissioner for a decision on 
whether the request for information has been dealt with in accordance with the requirements of the 
Act. 
 
For information on how to make application to the Information Commissioner please visit their 
website at www.ico.org.uk or contact them at the address shown below: 
 

The Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
Telephone: 01625 545 700 

 
 
 


