
Pubs and clubs across Suffolk are signing
up to a new web-based Pub Watch initiative.

Suffolk Pub Watch On-Line was originally
piloted in Mid Suffolk – but has now been
successfully launched in all the
districts across west Suffolk as well
as in Ipswich and Felixstowe.

One of the key aims of the
scheme is to help create a safe
and secure social environment
for customers and staff,
particularly within the night-time
economy.

More than 250 pubs and clubs
have signed up to the scheme - and
more are joining.

The on-lie scheme allows Pub Watch
members to store photographs and descriptions
of persons banned from licensed premises as well
as providing a way to submit incident reports.

Although the website has pages that are
accessible to the general public, information such
as photographs of banned people and incidents

reports are held within an encrypted
area accessible only to Pub Watch

members and the police. The site
can be found at

www.suffolkpubwatch.co.uk

“Police can now circulate
crime information and other
documents such as minutes
of meetings and campaign
messages to Pub Watch

member far more efficiently
via the website,” said Suffolk

Police’s Senior Crime Reduction
Officer Dave Gilson.

“We will also be introducing a new level
of access to the website aimed at local authority
licensing and community safety staff, enabling
them to actively participate.”
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Pub Watch on-line
A Shopwatch scheme in Bury St
Edmunds is going from strength-to-
strength.

Membership of the scheme has now been
extended to encompass stores in the new
Arc shopping centre, which opened in
March.

The scheme promotes information-sharing
between retail outlets, the police and town
centre management – and allows issues
affecting the local business community to
be identified early so that action can be
taken by local Safer Neighbourhood Team
officers working with other partners.

Scheme members use their own
Shopwatch radio system to share
information – as well as computer software
which gives access to current crime trends.

Shopwatch success

Rupert’s ‘double’
A Police Constable from Haverhill
has won a prestigious award – for
the second time.

Pc Rupert Beynon from Haverhill SNT
has won the Sheepshanks Trophy,
awarded annually to the police officer
or staff member judged to have given
the most outstanding service to the
local community.

Rupert first won the trophy in 2004.

Haverhill SNT Sergeant Sarah Bartley
nominated Rupert for the award.

She said: “Rupert has an excellent
working knowledge of Haverhill and
its residents and is frequently called
upon by colleagues to assist in
identifying premises and people. He
is a very successful problem solver,
but more importantly is well known

within the community he polices, is
valued by the public and the
organisations he works with, and is a
true ambassador for the ethos behind
SNTs.”

Rupert’s achievements include the
successful implementation of both a
six month dispersal order in and
around Howe Road and Haverhill’s
Alcohol Free Zone; bidding for
funding to purchase and install
security fencing and gates for the
town’s cemetery; setting up bases for
the SNT at Havebury Housing and a
local school; working with vulnerable
young people through Cangle
Junction; running fishing trips for
young people to learn about angling
and respect for wildlife and the
countryside; and organising action
days to clear garages on Haverhill’s

estates, returning them to use and
recovering stolen property.

Rupert said: “I am very proud to
have won this again, especially
after finding out the quality of the
other nominees. I was
nominated by my Inspector and
Sergeant but must also say
thank you to the rest of the SNT
and partner agencies who
have helped me throughout
the year with various projects.
I hope I have made the
community in Haverhill feel
even safer where they live.”

Rupert will receive his award
at an annual awards
ceremony later in the year. 

DIARY
DATE

Suffolk Police Authority has just announced that this year’s Annual Business Crime
Forum will take place on Tuesday, October 13 at Police Headquarters, Martlesham Heath.

More details about the event will be included in forthcoming editions of Business Brief.



Members of the business community in
Suffolk are being asked to make their views
count  - through a new on-line survey.

The survey asks people for their views on public
confidence in the police.

It has already been sent to local people who are
members of Suffolk Constabulary’s Virtual
Policing Community, which gives people the
chance to help the police set priorities via the
Internet.

Now, the Constabulary wants local business
leaders’ views on this issue.

And it hopes to enhance membership of the
Virtual Policing Business Community by securing
new members from local businesses.

Suffolk’s Assistant Chief Constable Gary Kitching
said: “We recognise that businesses have
varying needs and are keen to ensure that the
service we provide meets those needs.”

To join the Virtual Policing Business Community,
simply log on to www.suffolk.police.uk, scroll
down to the “Have Your Say” section and fill in
our business survey. Alternatively, to go direct to
the Have Your Say section, click here.

Linking up against
crime
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www.suffolk.police.uk
www.suffolkpoliceauthority.org.uk 

As part of a drive to be more
accessible to the public, site
translations are now available on
the Suffolk Police, Suffolk Police
Authority, and SNT websites.

The organisation is making use of free
Google software to provide
translations in Chinese, French,
German, Italian, Portguese, Russian,
and Spanish. The facility is available
from the website homepages. 

“The use of the software potentially
enables us to reach a wider
audience and be more accessible to
local communities,” said Website
Co-ordinator Adele Templeton.

“However, there is a caveat on the site
to inform people that the Google
translation engine may not be 100 per
cent accurate, but we do hope this
browser aid will assist people where
English is not their first language.”

Signs make
criminals think twice
Police are giving advice on how to
protect personal information.

Identity fraud occurs when a person’s
personal information is used by
someone else, without their
knowledge, to obtain credit, goods or
other services.

To minimise risks, police recommend
that you:

ensure that all personal documents
are shredded;

limit the number of personal
documents you carry around or have
in your car;

check bank and credit card
statements regularly for any unfamiliar
transactions;

take care when using public computers
to access personal information; and

never provide personal details to
unsolicited callers by phone, fax, post
or e-mail.

For more information, visit
www.stop-idfraud.co.uk

Street drinking
curbed
Signs have been put up
around Lowestoft to help
prevent street drinking.

The signs warn of the
boundaries of the town’s
Designated Public Places
Order, where it is an offence
to fail to comply with a police
officer’s request to stop
drinking in the area.

Suffolk Police has worked with
Waveney District Council and

the Community Safety
Partnership to implement the
order, which provides police
officers with additional powers
to confiscate alcohol and take
action against those involved
in anti-social drinking.

The areas of town affects are
Harbour Central, North and
South Ward, Kirkley North,
South and west Ward, and
part of the wards of Oulton
Broad and Whitton.

Signs have been placed
around the town to clearly
mark these boundaries.

Acting Inspector Kevin Howell
emphasised that the order
would not affect members of
the public who just wanted to
enjoy a social drink.

“We have had problems with
street drinkers who have
caused problems for law-
abiding members of the
public who are just trying to
enjoy a day out.

“We won’t be stopping a
family or group of friends
having a drink in a public
place – only those who step
out of line and cause
problems for others will be
affected,” he said.

The photograph shows, from
left to right, Emma Digby,
Community Safety Partnership
Support Assistant; Acting
Inspector Kevin Howell; Anti-
social Behaviour Officer
Rachel Tucker; and Councillor
Mary Rudd of Waveney
District Council.

Your view counts!

Members of Kirkley Shopwatch in
Lowestoft have been given free
counterfeit currency pens to help
spot illegal bank notes.

Funding for the pens was secured by
PC Claire Simmons, of the Central
Lowestoft Safer Neighbourhood Team.

The team sends out an e-mail each
week to all members of the
Shopwatch scheme, updating them
on crimes which have occurred and
giving descriptions of suspects.

Crime-busting pens


